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Long ago there lived a group of people known as the
Vikings. They came from three countries in Scandinavia:
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. The Vikings were
well-known for their ability to navigate the seas and
their skills in crafting sturdy ships called longships.
These ships were long, narrow, and could sail in deep
and shallow waters, making them perfect for traveling

across oceans and rivers.

The Vikings started out as farmers, fishermen, and traders.
However, they are often remembered for their raids. They
would sail their longships to distant lands, including what is
now the United Kingdom and parts of France, to trade with

some places and raid others. The Vikings were not just

warriors; they were also settlers. They established colonies
in the areas they traveled to, such as Iceland, Greenland,
and even a short-lived settlement in North America, long
before other Europeans.

One of the most interesting things about the Vikings was their beliefs.
They worshipped many gods and goddesses, like Odin, the god of wisdom,
and Thor, the god of thunder. They celebrated their gods with festivals and
told stories about them, which are known today as Norse mythology. These

stories have even influenced many books and movies we see today!

The Vikings also had their own system of writing, called G

runes. These symbols were used to create messages on

stone, wood, and metal. Today, archaeologists study these

runes to learn more about the Vikings and their way of
life.

After many years, the age of the Vikings came to an end

around the year [I00. But they left a lasting impact on the

world through their innovations in navigation, their cultural

contributions, and their bold spirit of exploration.
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WORKSHEETS Comprehension Questions
l. The Vikings only raided other territories 2. The Vikings’ longships could sail in both

and never settled in new lands. deep and shallow waters.

Word Bank:
Scandinavia longships Vikings

Name one Viking god mentioned in the passage and describe what they were known for.

What were the Vikings known for? Which countries did the Vikings come from?

A) Building temples A) Germany, England, and Italy
B) Writing novels B) Denmark, Norway, and Sweden
C) Navigating the seas C) Spain, France, and Portugal

D) Inventing the wheel D) Greece, Russia, and Turkey

What did the Vikings use runes for?

A) Cooking recipes

B) Creating messages
C) Making jewelry

D) Sailing ships
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L1V 4 1897V }| Explorers of the Seas
WORKSHEETS Comprehension Questions
l. The Vikings only raided other territories 2. The Vikings’ longships could sail in both

and never settled in new lands. deep and shallow waters.

a. True

Oalse

Word Bank:
Scandinavia longships Vikings

Name one Viking god mentioned in the passage and describe what they were known for.

Thor - god of thunder or Odin god of wisdom

What were the Vikings known for? Which countries did the Vikings come from?

A) Building temples A) Germany, England, and Italy
B) Writing novels Denmark, Norway, and Sweden

@ Navigating the seas C) Spain, France, and Portugal

D) Inventing the wheel D) Greece, Russia, and Turkey

What did the Vikings use runes for?

A) Cooking recipes

Creating messages

C) Making jewelry

D) Sailing ships
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