SUPERSTAR Lewis and Clark
WORKSHEETS Reading Passage
Lewis and Clark were two brave explorers who

led an exciting expedition across the United States.

Their journey began in 1804, when President Thomas

Jefferson asked them to explore the land west of

the Mississippi River. This land was called the

Louisiana Territory, and no one knew much about it.

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were chosen

to lead the expedition. They gathered a group of

men called the Corps of Discovery. Together, they
set off from St. Louis, Missouri, with their mission

to find a route to the Pacific Ocean. They also

wanted to learn about the land, plants, animals, and

people living there.

The journey was not easy. The Corps of Discovery had to travel through rough
terrain, including mountains, rivers, and forests. They faced many challenges, such as
harsh weather, dangerous animals, and shortages of food and supplies. Despite these

difficulties, they kept moving forward with determination.

One of the most important people they met was a Native American woman named
Sacagawea. She joined the expedition with her husband, a fur trader, and their baby.
Sacagawea knew the land well and helped guide Lewis and Clark. She also helped them

communicate with other Native American tribes they encountered along the way.

After more than a year of traveling, the group finally reached the Pacific Ocean in
I805. They were thrilled to see the vast, blue water. They spent the winter there
before starting their journey back home. On their return trip, they continued to map

the land and collect information.

When Lewis and Clark finally returned to St. Louis in 1806, they were greeted as
heroes. They had traveled over 8,000 miles and gathered valuable knowledge about
the new territory. Their expedition helped open the way for westward expansion in

the United States.

The adventure of Lewis and Clark remains a remarkable story of courage and
discovery. Their journey showed that with teamwork and perseverance, great things
can be achieved. Today, we remember them as pioneers who helped shape the history

of our country.
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SUPERSTAR Lewis and Clark
WORKSHEETS Comprehension Questions

Circle the correct answer.

l. What was the main goal of Lewis 2. Who helped guide Lewis and

and Clark’s expedition? q1 S A Clark on their journey?
. To find gold \’l a < . Thomas Jefferson

. To explore the Louisiana Territory ol . A fur trader named John
. To build new cities . Sacagawea
. To fight in a war - . A group of soldiers

What I learned:

What were some challenges the Corps of Discovery faced during their journey?

Why is the expedition of Lewis and Clark considered important in American history?

Circle the correct answer.

l. Lewis and Clark’s expedition 2. Sacagawea was the leader

started in I804. of the Corps of Discovery.

a. True a. True

b. False b. False
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Circle the correct answer.

l. What was the main goal of Lewis 2. Who helped guide Lewis and

and Clark’s expedition? q1 S A Clark on their journey?
. To find gold \’  a < a. Thomas Jefferson

To explore the Louisiana Territory ol b. A fur trader named John
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d. To fight in a war - . A group of soldiers

What I learned:

What were some challenges the Corps of Discovery faced during their journey?

harsh weather, dangerous animals, and shortages of food and supplies

Why is the expedition of Lewis and Clark considered important in American history?
Their expedition helped open the way for westward expansion in the United States.

Circle the correct answer.

l. Lewis and Clark’s expedition 2. Sacagawea was the leader

started in I804. of the Corps of Discovery.

True

b. False
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