SUPERSTAR Mount Rushmore

WORKSHEETS Reading Passage

Mount Rushmore is a famous mountain in South Dakota. It has the faces of four United
States presidents carved into its side. The presidents are George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. Each face is about 60 feet tall. That’s

as tall as a six-story building!

The idea for Mount Rushmore came from a man
named Doane Robinson. He wanted to create
something that would bring tourists to South
Dakota. He thought carving famous people into the
mountain would be a great idea. So, he asked a

sculptor named Gutzon Borglum to help make it

happen.

Work on Mount Rushmore began in 1927. Many workers used dynamite to blast away the
rock. They then used drills and chisels to shape the faces. The work was very dangerous,
but no one was seriously hurt. It took |4 years to complete Mount Rushmore. The faces

were finally finished in 194

George Washington was chosen because he was the first president of the United
States. He is often called the "Father of His Country.” Thomas Jefferson was chosen
because he wrote the Declaration of Independence and bought a large piece of land from

France called the Louisiana Purchase. This made the United States much bigger.

Theodore Roosevelt was chosen because he worked hard to protect the environment and
made many national parks. He also helped build the Panama Canal, which made it easier for
ships to travel between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Abraham Lincoln was chosen

because he led the country during the Civil War and helped free the slaves.

Mount Rushmore is not just about the faces. It is also about the hard work and creativity
of the people who made it. The monument is a symbol of American history and the spirit

of the people who live in the United States. Many people visit Mount Rushmore every year

to see the giant faces and to learn more about these important presidents.

If you ever get the chance to visit Mount Rushmore, you will see that it is more than just
a mountain. It tells the story of a nation and the people who have shaped its history. It

shows us that with hard work and determination, we can create something truly amazing.
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Circle the correct answer.

l. Who came up with the idea

for Mount Rushmore?

. Gutzon Borglum

. Doane Robinson

. George Washington
. Theodore Roosevelt

What I learned:

Mount Rushmore
Comprehension Questions

2. How tall are the faces on

Mount Rushmore?

a. 30 feet
b. HO feet
c. 90 feet
d. 60 feet

Why was Theodore Roosevelt chosen to be one of the faces on Mount Rushmore?

What did workers use to blast away the rock while creating Mount Rushmore?

Circle the correct answer.

|. The work on Mount Rushmore

began in 1927.

2. Abraham Lincoln was chosen for Mount

Rushmore because he was the first

president of the United States.

a. True

b. False
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Circle the correct answer.

l. Who came up with the idea

for Mount Rushmore?
a. Gutzon Borglum
Doane Robinson

c. George Washington
d. Theodore Roosevelt

What I learned:

Mount Rushmore
Comprehension Questions

2. How tall are the faces on

Mount Rushmore?

a. 30 feet
b. HO feet
c. 90 feet
60 feet

Why was Theodore Roosevelt chosen to be one of the faces on Mount Rushmore?

He looked out for the environment and created many national parks .

What did workers use to blast
Dynamite

away the rock while creating Mount Rushmore?

Circle the correct answer.

|. The work on Mount Rushmore

began in 1927.

2. Abraham Lincoln was chosen for Mount

Rushmore because he was the first

president of the United States.
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