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K INVESTIGATION

Go outside and find 2-3 different trees. Hold paper firmly against the bark and rub a
crayon sideways to make a bark rubbing. Then count the rings on the tree ring diagram to
answer the questions below.

Bark Rubbing Record:

Tree Type: deciduous evergreen Tree Type: deciduous evergreen

Bark texture: smooth rough scaly Bark texture: smooth rough scaly

Tree Ring Investigation:

1. How many rings do you count?

2. How old is this tree? years

3. Circle the widest ring. What might that mean?

Compare & Reflect:

1. How were your two bark rubbings different?

2. What do tree rings tell scientists about a tree's past?
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Go outside and find 2-3 different trees. Hold paper firmly against the bark and rub a
crayon sideways to make a bark rubbing. Then count the rings on the tree ring diagram to
answer the questions below.

Bark Rubbing Record:

Tree Type: deciduous evergreen Tree Type: deciduous evergreen

Bark texture: smooth rough scaly Bark texture: smooth rough scaly

Tree Ring Investigation:

1. How many rings do you count? 10 rings

2. How old is this tree? 10 years

3. Circle the widest ring. What might that mean?

A year with lots of rain and good growing conditions.

Compare & Reflect:

1. How were your two bark rubbings different?

Textures differ because bark type varies by species — rough/scaly bark
is common in pine, smoother/furrowed in oak,

2. What do tree rings tell scientists about a tree's past?

weather patterns.
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