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camouflage
mimicry
predator

prey

Butterflies have clever ways of staying safe from predators. One
way is camouflage, which means colors or patterns that help an
animal blend into its surroundings. The Indian leaf butterfly is a
master of camouflage. When it folds its wings, it looks exactly like
a dead, curled up leaf, so hungry birds fly right past it without
noticing. Another way butterflies stay safe is mimicry, which means
one animal copies the look of another animal to trick predators. The
monarch butterfly tastes terrible to birds, so predators learn to
leave it alone. The viceroy butterfly has orange and black patterns
almost identical to the monarch’s. Even though the viceroy tastes

fine, predators mistake it for a monarch and stay away!

l. What is camouflage?
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Butterflies have clever ways of staying safe from predators. One
way is camouflage, which means colors or patterns that help an
animal blend into its surroundings. The Indian leaf butterfly is a
master of camouflage. When it folds its wings, it looks exactly like
a dead, curled up leaf, so hungry birds fly right past it without
noticing. Another way butterflies stay safe is mimicry, which means
one animal copies the look of another animal to trick predators. The
monarch butterfly tastes terrible to birds, so predators learn to
leave it alone. The viceroy butterfly has orange and black patterns
almost identical to the monarch’s. Even though the viceroy tastes

fine, predators mistake it for a monarch and stay away!

l. What is camouflage?

The Indian leaf butterfly (wings look like a dead leaf).

H. Why do predators leave the viceroy butterfly alone?




