SUPERSTAR Protecting Salmon:
onservation
WORKSHEETS Reading Comprehlension

Word Bank:

hatchery

restoration

ecosystem

pollution

Salmon depend on healthy rivers and streams to survive. Their habitat gives them
everything they need, including clean water, food, and safe places to lay eggs.
Unfortunately, human activities can harm salmon habitats. Dams built across rivers can
block salmon from migrating upstream to spawn. Pollution from factories, farms, and cities
can make water unsafe for salmon and other living things. When too many salmon disappear
from an area, they can become endangered, meaning they are at risk of disappearing
forever. Salmon are also an important part of the food web. Many animals, including bears
and eagles, depend on salmon as a source of food. If salmon populations drop, it can affect
the whole ecosystem. The good news is that people can help. Hatcheries raise young salmon
to help support wild populations. Communities also work on habitat restoration, which means
repairing rivers and streams that have been damaged. Small choices, like reducing pollution,

can make a big difference for salmon and the ecosystems that depend on them.

|. Name two human activities that can harm salmon habitats.
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Building dams and polluting rivers (accept other reasonable answers, such as habitat destruction).

2. What does it mean if a type of animal is endangered?

I+ means the animal is at risk of disappearing forever.

3. How are salmon connected to a food web?

Salmon are food for other animals like bears and eagles; if salmon populations drop, it can affect the whole ecosystem.
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