SUPERSTAR Salmon Migration Name:
WORKSHEETS Reading Comprehension Date:

Word Bank:

homing

natal stream

upstream

downstream

Salmon begin their lives in freshwater rivers and streams. As they grow,
young salmon swim downstream toward the ocean, where they will spend
most of their adult lives. When it is time to spawn, adult salmon make
an incredible journey back upstream to the exact stream where they
hatched. Scientists believe salmon use their sense of smell to find their
way home. This is called homing. The stream where a salmon hatched is
called its natal stream. Along the way, salmon may face obstacles like
dams. Some dams have fish ladders, a series of steps that help salmon
swim past the dam and continue their journey. Migrating upstream takes
a lot of energy, but salmon are determined swimmers built for this

amazing trip.

|. Where do salmon begin their lives?
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The specific stream where a salmon hatched and later returns to spawn.

H. What problem can dams cause for migrating salmon, and how can fish ladders help?
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